WAVNA Positions
A Resolution to Repeal the West Ave Bay Front Overlay, Sec 142-845, Suite Hotels and Bed & Breakfast (July 2016)
At Wavna's July 5, 2016, 60 members attended and unanimously voted to oppose short-term lodging in the West Ave Bay Front Overlay.

Whereas:

1. Sec 142-845 contradicts regulations that ban hotels on West Avenue,

2. Neighborhood consensus is in opposition to additional short-term lodging, preferring residential development, and,

3. The regulations imposed on Suite Hotels and Bed & Breakfasts are unenforceable, i.e. number of persons per bedroom, owner lives on premises.  

Therefore, be it resolved that The West Avenue Neighborhood Association Board of Directors requests repealing short-term lodging in the West Ave Bay Front Overlay, Sec 142-845.

Residential Parking Zone #12, March 15, 2016

Wavna recommends to designate both sides of Bay Rd from 14th Street to 16th Street as Residential Parking Zone #12 in order to clean up "abandoned" cars, people living out of vans, and long term stored cars. Also we suggest adding Zone #12 signs at 13th St, 14th Terrace and Flamingo Way. Here is the problem:

1.The majority of the cars tend to be "abandoned". This past February officers issued 21 citations on Bay Rd between 14th& 16th St

2.People are living out of cars and vans, they park here because they can stay for unlimited amount of time.

3.The neighborhood needs these spaces to turn over daily for visitors, need more spaces for zone  #12 permit holders .

4.Police resources wasted - only police have authority to ticket expired license plates of abandoned cars, not the parking dept.   

We would like to see this area cleaned up and controlled.  The solution is to regulate street parking on Bay Rd, Flamingo Way, 14th Terrace, and 13th street through the residential parking permit system.

Thank you.

Outcome – No appetite from Commissioners nor Parking Director to expand parking zone #12 , nor add passenger loading zones.
West Ave Alcohol Ordinance, Feb 17, 2016

Attn: Mayor and City Commissioners,

 

On Feb 16th the Wavna membership (with over 100 attendees) unanimously supported regulations to curb nightclubs and late night drinking in our neighborhood due to on going problems with loud music,  noisy crowds gathering on the sidewalk, and hundreds of drunk people in the street at 5am leaving bars.
 

Rooftop businesses do not currently exist in our neighborhood, and we would like it to remain that way so we recommend no rooftop activity after 8pm. This would allow pool activity which is the only rooftop appropriate in our neighborhood. We also oppose "ambient DJ".

 

Our neighborhood boundary is Lenox alley to Biscayne Bay, and 6th Street to Collins Canal, includes zone RM-1, RM-2, RM-3, 
CD-1, CD-2.

Wavna is in favor of limiting hours of operation for alcohol establishments within 100 feet of a residential unit as follows:

 

-limit indoor 2:00am

-limit outdoor on private and public property to midnight

-limit rooftop to 8pm 

-prohibit outdoor bar counters

-prohibit outdoor speakers

-define "garage doors" as outdoor space 

-100 feet is measured property line to property line to include adjacent residential properties

-grandfathered establishments are legal nonconforming 
Outcome- Ordinance 2016-4014, ceases alcohol service 2am indoor, and midnight on sidewalk and rooftop. 
Removing Obstructions from Right Of Way, February 2, 2016

Dear Mayor Levine & City Commissioners, 

RE:  Removing Private Obstructions from City Right of Way (ROW)

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) strongly supports removing private obstructions from the City's Right of Way.  

In regards to the West Avenue reconstruction project, we unanimously agreed to the removal of private encroachments (fences, landscaping, etc)  from the public ROW.  Doing so will reclaim public property and facilitate benefits such as wider sidewalks and planting of shade trees, which all residents can enjoy. 

Thank you.

Wavna Position HPB File # 7590, 1700 Alton Rd, February 9, 2016

Dear Mayor Levine & City Commissioners, 

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association requests a limitation on the number of people to four (4) per room at hostel/hotel at 1700 Alton Rd. This building has 70 units that are 290sf in size and the developer is seeking historic designation.

 

The Wavna residents do not want multiple bunk beds (6,8, or 9 people) squeezed into rooms because over crowding causes more traffic, more Uber drop off/pick ups, double parking, and more noise.  We find a low end hostel undesirable in our residential neighborhood.
Outcome – City does not impose limit on room occupancy.

WAvNA Position on HPB File #7590, 1700 Alton Rd, Meeting December 8, 2015 

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Board,  

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) is against the granting of Historical Designation to 1700 Alton Road.  

We feel the request to grant this designation is for the sole purpose to reconfigure this building into a hostel-hotel type business. The home owners of our neighborhood are concerned that the granting of this designation will allow the building to increase the density of occupancy by reducing the required square footage of rooms for a business of this type without the Historical Designation.  

If the Historical Preservation Board (HPB) were to go against the desires of the immediate surrounding neighborhood and grant this building Historical Designation, we would insist certain restrictions be included. That the building be prohibited from exceeding 2 beds per room and 4 persons per room.  We recommend prohibiting decreasing the room size for historical designated buildings that are outside of the Historic District.  Further, you must prohibit any rooftop activity from sunset to sunrise.

 

A high density of hostel guests would be a burden to our neighborhood and would reduce the quality of life of the residents in our neighborhood. This building has no on-site parking to satisfy those guest using vehicles.   Superfluous occupancy causes traffic congestion including taxis, Uber and over use of street parking.  

 

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association does not want a hostel similar to the Beds n Drink Hostel at 1676 James Street which has 8 beds per room. Nor do we want to include another hostel such as the Bikini Hostel on West Ave which has up to 9 beds per room.  If  "hostel bedding" were allowed at this location, the 72 rooms at 1700 Alton Rd could be configured into a 600 occupancy facility. 

 

Memorial Day Air Show (Dec 2, 2015)

Dear Mayor Levine & City Commissioners,

At a meeting of the West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) on October 22, 2015,  Commissioner Grieco gave a review of a proposal for an Air Show in Miami Beach which would be held over the Memorial Day holiday weekend.

The membership was generally favorable to an event of this nature. The WAvNA Board of Directors is supportive of the initial discussion points that were reviewed at our meeting and would like to see the event receive more discussion by the City of Miami Beach.  We would like a follow up meeting to further discuss this proposal as more details are proposed and finalized.

ALCOHOL ORDINANCE, OUTDOOR HRS OF OPERATION (Aug 7, 2015)
To: Land Use Development Committee

Dear Commissioners Malakoff and Tobin,  

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) would like to thank you for considering the alcohol ordinance to protect our neighborhood. The noise and activity of clubs that are open until 5:00am are causing havoc in the residential West Avenue neighborhood.  

We are currently experiencing serious quality of life issues with the Bodega nightclub on 16th Street.  Crowds of over 100 people line up on the sidewalk in front of the club until 5:00 am. The 2:00am sidewalk cafe in front of this establishment also is having a negative impact on the neighborhood. 

Several of the lobbyists and attorneys representing clients stated that the ordinance was "a solution in search of a problem."  We see it differently; the ordinance is a solution to eliminate more future problems.  

WAvNa looks forward to working with the city to protect our neighborhood. Commissioner Malakoff, we appreciated your attendance at our last monthly neighborhood meeting.  
Outcome – see above “West Ave Alcohol Ordinance, Feb 17, 2016”

1212 LINCOLN PROJECT (July 28, 2015)
Attn: Design Review Board

 

RE: DRB File No. 23078, Applicant 1614-1634 Alton Road “1212 Lincoln Road” Requests One-Year Extension of Time 
    
The buildings are being demolished at 1614-1634 Alton Rd (aka1212 Lincoln) and the property is being used as a dirt parking lot. If an extension of one year is to be granted then please attach a Condition that this property shall not be used as a parking lot or valet parking lot.    

The West Avenue Neighborhood is becoming a neighborhood of ugly temporarily parking lots with dirt surfaces devoid of landscaping for valet vehicles and construction vehicles. This is not good urban planning, this is not what we want to create in our neighborhood.  As you know, in the city code there are no aesthetic guide lines or landscaping requirements for temporary parking lots. 

Note, Existing Valet Lots in Wavna Neighborhood:

500 Alton Rd.................102 valet spaces 24hrs, Planning file #2245

630 Alton Rd................ 100 valet spaces

650 Alton Rd ............... 80 valet spaces 

709-721 Alton Rd......  ...70 valet spaces, VIP Parking Systems

1401 Alton Rd............... valet Atlantic Parking Systems Inc and First Class Parking 
1511 Alton Rd................50 valet spaces
1530 Alton Rd...............15 valet spaces Atlantic Parking  

1681 -1683  West Ave... 95 valet spaces, M&M Parking

    & 1801 Alton Rd.........95 valet spaces, M&M Parking

LAW ENFORCEMENT ACCREDITATION EVALUATION (July 20, 2015)
Attn: CALEA, Miami Beach Police Department

In anticipation of the CALEA Law Enforcement Accreditation evaluation, the West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) recognizes the work of the Miami Beach Police Department in our neighborhood, and in particular the involvement of the South Area Officer, Captain Wayne Jones and  South Beach Neighborhood Resource officer, Deborah Martineau.

The Miami Beach Police Department has fostered a healthy relationship with the West Avenue neighborhood in a number of ways. Communication is open and two-way. Police representatives regularly attend our Neighborhood Association meetings and conduct Q&A with the residents. The police also e-mail monthly newsletters with news, tips, guidance, and contact information. And the police even  provide real-time electronic updates through social media via Facebook and Twitter.

Wavna is appreciative that the police have been very responsive to our neighborhood’s concerns: When traffic on West Avenue increased due to Alton Road reconstruction the police responded by protecting pedestrians with more traffic enforcement by enacting a sting operation to catch and ticket drivers who failed to yield to pedestrians. The police also placed pedestrian yield signs in our crosswalks that have been so effective that all the other neighborhoods have requested them. The police listened to our complaints about double-parked delivery trucks, which are now being given warnings and even tickets.

The Miami Beach Police Department has worked hard to develop and maintain a healthy and mutually beneficial relationship with our neighborhood and its Association, and we highly recommend them for reaccreditation with CALEA.

URBAN FOREST INITIATIVE (June 8, 2015)

Dear Mayor and Commissioners:

We, the West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) and the WAvNA Streetscape Committee, are writing to express our enthusiastic support for Commissioner Tobin's and Sheryl Gold’s “Urban Forest” proposal to increase tree cover in Miami Beach.

Unfortunately, in the City’s rush to new development, trees have fallen victim to the “concrete jungle” style that has gained the upper hand. Alton Road, between 5th Street and 17th Street, illustrates our disappointment: a sparse tree canopy providing little to no shade and even less ornamental value. On West Avenue, many of the few trees that exist are small and have grown little, providing no shade.

Therefore, we’re asking the City to adopt an aggressive policy to preserve mature trees and increase the tree canopy by replanting lost trees and adding new ones - particularly in the West Avenue Reconstruction Project, but in all current and future projects.

Reasons to plant more trees are abundant. Foremost among them: shade canopies create pleasant pedestrian experiences, which encourage walking. This means reduced vehicular traffic, increased foot traffic to local businesses, and overall quieter, calmer, and cooler neighborhoods. Shade canopies are integral to Miami Beach remaining a walkable, bikeable city that promotes people over cars.

Pedestrians aren’t the only beneficiaries, as lush, shady tree canopies also increase air quality while absorbing traffic and construction noise. Trees even aid in controlling stormwater runoff, which is a serious problem throughout the city. One has only to look to those famous, canopied areas of Old Cutler Road and Coral Gables to appreciate the contribution trees bring to a city or neighborhood. 

Further, new technologies, such as the “Silva Cell” products, allow for planting large trees without roots damaging sidewalks and pavement, while increasing stormwater management. 

Finally, we ask the City to consider the natural visual appeal of a colorful canopy. There are many flowering trees that can provide this visual impact, such as mahoganies, myrtles, evergreen magnolias, and tropical magnolias - many of which are also salt-tolerant.

Ultimately, we envision a West Avenue resplendent with healthy and abundant tree cover, delivering beauty, practicality, and comfort to our friends and neighbors as they walk to and from markets, restaurants, shops, and cafes. 

We thank you for considering the important issue of the Urban Forest, and we hope that you will make this a priority for West Avenue and all of Miami Beach’s current and future development.

July 7, 2015  DRB case (No. 23176) regarding 1220-1224 16th Street. The applicant, AARP Miami LLC, (aka  Bodega and Pizza Bar) is requesting Design Review Approval for the installation of an artistic super graphic. Additionally, the applicant is requesting Design Review Approval for exterior façade alterations and the installation of a new neon sign to the existing building. 

WAvNA position: The various alcoholic establishments located in this building should be treated as a single establishment so that the occupancy of Bodega and Ricky’s will be combined. By doing this, a Conditional Use permit is required when the occupancy of an alcohol establishment is over 199. If this is not done, we could end up with an Entertainment Establishment with a high impact of 594 occupancy serving alcohol until 5am that is disguised as three separate establishments (198 + 198 + 198 occupancy).

WAvNa is against adding a new neon sign to the existing building.

WAvNA has an ongoing concern that the establishments at 1220-1224 16th Street have been cuing customers on the punlic right-of-way. Throughout the night, noisy nightclub patrons line up on the sidewalk behind a velvet rope.  This reduces the area for neighborhood pedestrians to pass by this establishment. The outdoor noise is very disturbing to adjacent residential property. 
Outcome – Application Approved. Operator will close the garage door and all windows at midnight 7 days a week,  cue customers inside the building instead of on the sidewalk, fill in holes in the wall with cement, install hurricane windows to deaden noise. 
Update 7/18/2015 - The Applicant cancelled this application to avoid restrictions. So, the garage door will not close at midnight and the crowds queuing on the sidewalk will continue.
BODEGA & PIZZA BAR, 1220-1224 16th St (June 4, 2015)

Attn: Design Review Board

The operator seeks to create a bigger, bolder establishment to attract even larger crowds which will increase the noise problem that persists outside this establishment every evening until 5am. Therefore, the West Avenue Neighborhood Association asks that the DRB consider making the following requests from the applicant in exchange for approving the applicant's request in DRB file no 23176. 

•  Build a double door in the rear of building which will help muffler noise

•  Remove all windows on the alley side and replace the window with cement wall 

•  Fill all holes in the walls with concrete.  

•  Eliminate the garage door opening or to close the garage door (which is located in the front entrance) at midnight every night. 

•  To address the crowds that spill out onto the sidewalk, cue customers inside establishment and not on the sidewalk behind a velvet rope

Outcome – see above DRB case (No. 23176)
July 7, 2015  DRB File No. 23188, 1445 Bay Road. The applicant, 1445 Bay Rd, LLC is requesting Design Review Approval for the construction of a new four-story, two-unit residential building to replace an existing one-story single family home. 

WAvNA position/recommendations:  WAvNA is concerned with the pedestrian and neighborhood experience when passing by on the sidewalk of this proposed project.  In order to accommodate a pleasant pedestrian experience, the height and setback of the hedge and fence should not be too close to the sidewalk or too high.  We do not want to experience a large fence, large gate or landscape barrier that totally blocks out view of pedestrians passing along this stretch of property.

Outcome – Application Approved

Jul 7, 2015  DRB File No. 23174, 1420 Bay Road—Flamingo South Parking Garage. The applicant, Apartment Investment and Management Company (Aimco), is requesting Design Review Approval for the reconstruction of a previously demolished parking structure including a variance to reduce the required rear pedestal setback and a variance to eliminate the residential or commercial use requirement at the first level along every facade facing a waterway. 

WAvNA's position: At this time, WAvNA is opposed granting approval for the reconstruction of a previously demolished parking structure. We are also opposed to granting a variance to reduce the required rear pedestal setback and a variance to eliminate the residential or commercial use requirement at the first level along every facade facing a waterway.

WAvNA requests that before any approval or variance is granted that Aimco (Flamingo Properties) be required to fix the unsafe traffic situation that occurs at the vehicle drop off/pickup at the front entrance at 1500 Bay Rd (Corner of Bay Road & 15th Street). A proper driveway should be built to prevent vehicle from cuing in the right-of-way.  Currently there is no staging area for delivery vehicles, Uber vehicles or vehicles picking up or dropping off residents.  At times 7-10 vehicles or more block the entire area while waiting for residents or to make a delivery.  The existing guard gate and fence needs to by relocated further back onto Flamingo Property. Staging areas need to be set up inside Flamingo Property taking the gridlock from the public street and sidewalk. Attached are pictures of a driveway that was  proposed in 2004 (see attached picture). 

Outcome – Application Approved. Flamingo owner (Aimco) agreed to meet with Wavna to discuss solution for Flamingo’s pickup/drop-off areas.  

WATER TAXI SERVICE IN SOUTH BEACH (May 19, 2015)

The Director of Transportation attended WAvNA meeting to receive feedback regarding the location of water taxi pickup/ drop-off areas. The unanimous consensus from the membership was to not locate water taxi docks at the street-ends at 10th, 14th or Lincoln Road; rather it should be located where there are existing toilet and docking facilities at Miami Beach Marina (Monty's) and Sunset Harbor. 

Wavna residents mentioned that previous water taxi service at the Lincoln Road terminus caused loud noise from boat engines, awful exhaust fumes, crowds that were loud or engaged in drinking/other disruptive behavior. The service was halted due to neighbor complaints.

Outcome – City Manager agreed to recommend not locating water taxis at 10th,14th, & Lincoln Rd.
OUTDOOR SIDEWALK TABLE CLOSURE 2:00 AM – ordinance proposal 

Attn: Mayor Levine and City Commissioners                               May 11, 2015

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (Wavna) supports complete closure of outdoor sidewalk table cafes at 2:00am citywide. Allowing any sidewalk table service would contribute to late night noise violations, vandalism and other problems our residential neighborhood now faces due to a sudden influx of bars that remain open until 5:00am. 

Wavna residents began making large investments in their homes 15 years ago, but now the alcohol beverage sector and night club industry has "discovered" our quiet neighborhood. The residents deserve a reasonable expectation to live a peaceful life in their homes.  

That is why we applaud this ordinance and why we encourage the city to take further steps to restrict alcohol hours before the many new commercial developments underway create a bourbon street tsunami in our neighborhood.

Outcome – Ordinance passed unanimously by City Commission

ALCOHOL ORDINANCE – PROTECT WAVNA NEIGHBORHOOD 

On May 11, 2015, residents of the WAVNA Neighborhood met with the Planning Department and the City Attorney’s office. WAVNA has requested the following (the below is a synopsis)

1) Although it is implied that alcohol establishments are not allowed in RM-1, Wavna would like it clearly stated that alcohol establishments are prohibited under the RM-1 zoning district.  

2) WAVNA would like a provision similar to south of 5th Street (Sec 6-3) as to hours of operation in the Wavna district: For zones RM-1, RM-2, RM-3, an alcoholic establishment shall not operate after 11pm Sunday to Thursday, and midnight Friday and Saturday; and any  sidewalk cafes may not operate after 8pm Sunday to Thursday and 10pm Friday and Saturday. For zones CD-1, CD-2, CD-3, an outdoor alcohol establishment may not operate after 2am; and any outdoor alcohol establishment within 100 feet of a residential unit may not operate after 11pm Sunday  to Thursday and midnight Friday and Saturday, and sidewalk cafes may nor operate after 8pm Sunday to Thursday and 10pm Friday and Saturday.

3) WAVNA would like to prohibit the following uses:  entertainment establishments whether indoor or outdoor.  These uses would become legal non-conforming uses where they currently exist.

4) WAVNA would like to remove the provision relating to “Legal Conforming Uses.”  [Sections 142-245 and 142-215].  In other words, as the use is no longer permitted, anyone with the use should have a legal non-conforming status, that should not be entitled to expand, demolish and completely reconstruct, etc.  If the legal non-conforming use is discontinued for 18 months then the use becomes illegal.
5) WAVNA would like a definition for “outdoor area” as it relates to interpreting section 6-8(5), to include establishments with a large open garage door, as being an “outdoor area.”  This is a quality of life issue due to noise and congestion.

BAPTIST URGENT CARE, 709 ALTON RD (April 30, 2015)

To Whom It May Concern,

After hearing a presentation by Baptist Hospital at the April 21, 2015 West Avenue Neighborhood Association meeting, the Wavna membership has no objection to a Baptist facility locating at 709 Alton Road.

Wavna was pleased to learn that Baptist would include a coffee shop, yoga classes and events, including free events for neighborhood residents.

WATSON ISLAND PROJECT (April 22, 2015)
To Whom It May Concern,

The West Avenue Neighborhood Association's Board of Directors has unanimously voted to support the Coalition Against Causeway Chaos in their efforts to stop the Watson Island project. The West Avenue Neighborhood Association is located in Miami Beach at the foot of the MacArthur Causeway and would therefore be severely burdened by the traffic caused by this project.

The Project on Watson Island was conceived over a decade ago and circumstances in the downtown area have changed that no longer make this project viable due to the congestion that would occur on the MacArthur Causeway. Furthermore, for some reason, the originally approved project has grown tremendously in scale and this is unacceptable.WAvNA is grateful to the members of the Coalition Against Causeway Chaos for bringing this matter to our attention and we support their efforts one hundred percent.

RE-STRIPPING WEST AVE (April 22, 2015)
Attn: City Manager Jimmy Morales, 
The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) has voted unanimously to support an immediate restriping of West Avenue back to one travel lane in each direction, the way it used to be. As you know, a temporary extra traveling lane was added April 2013 to mitigate Alton Rd construction, but now our neighborhood desperately needs to return to normalcy.  
We cannot wait until West Avenue is raised to restripe because that could be 2 years, or 4 years!
If West Avenue goes back to one travel lane in each direction, the way it used to be, we will not need to desperately seek more traffic controls, more traffic cops, more traffic lights, and flashing crossing lights. We need relief from the 3 lanes now.
Worst case scenario is that a restripe looks cosmetically "sloppy" because the old stripes see through a bit, or the road is a bit rough, but that is something we can live with especially if it means reducing the overall traffic so people can stop being terrified to cross the street.

Outcome – West Avenue was re-stripped June 22, 2015

STARBUCKS ALCOHOL, 959 WEST AVENUE (April 3, 2015)
To: Starbucks c/o E-Z Permits, Inc. 
The Board of Directors of WAvNA has completed their review of your request. Here is our answer to your request: The West Avenue Neighborhood Association (WAvNA) has no objection to Starbuck's (959 West Avenue) application to change their Conditional Use Permit to serve wine or beer daily from 4:00pm to 11:00pm.

